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1. SUMMARY, PRESS REPORTS THAT TINDEMANS URGED FRENCH LEADERS 
TO TAKE THE LEAD IN RELAUNCHING EUROPE AND ENCOURAGED FRANCE TO 
ENTER INTO CLOSER TIES WITH THE EUROGROUP. END SUMMARY. 

2. BELGIAN PRESS HAS GIVEN PROMINENT COVERAGE TO PRIME MINISTER 
TINDEMANS' JULY 1 PARIS TALKS WIHT FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD 
D'ESTAING AND PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC, STRESSING TINDEMANS' 

STATED CONVICTION THAT MOVEMENT TOWARD EURPOEAN UNITY DEPENDS ON 
FRENCH LEADERSHIP. "LA LIBRE BELGIQUE" RECALLS TINDEMANS 
STATEMENT OF MAY 31 DEALING WITH ATLANTIC AND EUROPEAN TIES: 

"THE IDEA OF ATLANTICISM IS AGAIN RISING TO THE SURFACE, BUT 
WE ALWAYS WANT EUROPE. FRANCE IS NOW OFFERED A UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY. GISCARD D'ESTAING CAN TAKE CHARGE OF THE EURPOEAN 
MOVEMENT. THE FATE OF EUROPE IS IN HIS HANDS." TINDEMANS 
IS REPORTED TO HAVE REPEATED THIS LAST PHRASE TO THE PRESS UPON 
ENDING HIS JULY 1 MEETING WITH GISCARD, PREDICTING THAT FRANCE 
WOULD TAKE AN INITIATIVE (UNSPECIFIED) NEXT FALL TO RELAUNCH 
EURPOE. "LE SOIR" QUOTES TINDEMANS AS SAYING THAT "FRANCE 
COULD NOW BE THE TRUE LEADER OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION". 

3. ON THE SUBJECT OF FRANCE AND NATO, TINDEMANS IS CREDITED WITH 
THE FOLLOWING VIEW, GIVEN IN AN INTERVIEW BEFORE HIS MEETINGS: 

"I AM CONVINCED THAT FRANCE SHOULD REJOIN (SIC) THE EUROPGROUP, 

AND WHY WOULDN'T SHE DO IT SOONER OR LATER? BESIDES, THE OTTAWA 
DECLARATION EXPRESSED THIS IDEA OF A GREATER EUROPEAN IDENTITY 
WITHIN NATO." ACCORDING TO ONE STORY, THE EUROPGROUP CAME UP ALSO 
DURING THE TALKS. REPORTEDLY, (SEE BRUSSELS 4825) THE FRENCH PUSHED 
FOR A BELGIAN PURCHASE OF MIRAGE AIRCRAFT TO REPLACE F-104GS, AND 
THE BELGIANS REPLIED THAT, WHATEVER MIGHT BE THE CHOICE OF THE 
TECHNICIANS, FRANCE SHOULD ACCEPT SOME STANDARDIZATION OF ARMAMENTS 
WITHIN EITHER THE EUROGROUP OR ANOTHER BODY LESS TIED TO NATO. FIREST 
ONE 
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